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THE  FIRST  FLOWERING  OF 

BYZANTIUM 


"Tfie  church  is  singularly  full  of  light  and  sunshine;  you  would  declare  that  the  place  is  not  lighted  by  the  sun  from 
without,  but  that  the  rays  are  produced  within  itself,  such  an  abundance  of  light  is  poured  into  this  church..." 

Procopius,  on  the  Hagia  Sophia 


PROGRAM  SCHEDULE 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  1 1 Constuntine's  Vision 

8:00  PM  Lecture  CONSTANTINE  THE  GREAT,  FOUNDER  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  ROMAN  EMPIRE 

KENNETH  HARL  (Tulane  University)  will  explain  the  motives  behind  Constantine’s 
conversion  to  Christianity,  his  vision  of  an  imperial  church,  and  his  development  of 
Byzantine  civil  institutions  and  of  Constantinople  as  the  capital  of  Christianity. 

9;00  PM  Performance  JOHN  MICHAEL  BOYER,  soloist  and  lecturer,  with  selections  performed  by  ST. 

GREGORY  OF  NYSSA’S  CHOIR,  led  by  SANFORD  DOLE 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  12  The  Age  of  Justinian:  Triumph  and  Transformation 

10:00  AM  Lecture  THE  EMPEROR  WHO  NEVER  SLEPT:  |USTINIAN  I AND  THE  CHALLENGES  AND 

CONTRADICTIONS  OF  HIS  REIGN  MICHAEL  MAAS  (Rice  University)  will  examine 
the  impulses  that  drove  lustinian  and  the  economic  and  social  forces  that  limited  his 
triumphs,  showing  why  his  reign  marked  a watershed  in  the  development  of  European 
civilization. 

1 1:00  AM  Lecture  LITERATURE  AND  PATRONAGE  IN  THE  AGE  OF  JUSTINIAN  CLAUDIA  RAPP 

(UCLA)  will  consider  the  most  important  authors  of  lustinian's  time,  showing  how 
these  authors  operated  in  a unique  social  context  and  helping  to  explain  the  prolifer- 
ation of  literature  during  this  era. 


BREAK  FOR  LUNCH  12  noon  - 1:30  PM 


1:30  PM  Performance  LIFE,  LOVE  AND  DEATH  IN  BYZANTIUM  PETER  DONAT  will  read  excerpted  selec- 
tions from  the  works  of  Procopoius,  Boethius,  Agathius,  Theophanes  and  others. 

2:10  PM  Lecture  HAGIA  SOPHIA  IN  CONSTANTINOPLE:  ARCHITECTURE  OF  POWER  AND 

TRANSCENDENCE  ROBERT  OUSTERHOUT  (University  of  Illinois  Urbana- 
Champaign)  will  explore  the  unique  artistic  and  engineering  achievement  that  is 
Hagia  Sophia  and  discuss  the  structure's  religious  and  civic  use. 


3:00  PM  Lecture  ART  ON  THE  IMPERIAL  BORDERS  FROM  RAVENNA  TO  SINAI  HELEN  EVANS 

(Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art)  will  showcase  the  superb  mosaic  decorations  that  sur- 
vive from  the  Church  of  San  Vitale  in  Ravenna  and  the  Holy  Monastery  of  St.  Catherine 
at  Sinai  in  Egypt. 

3:50  PM  Concluding  Panel  Discussion  with  all  lecturers  moderated  by  KATHLEEN  MAXWELL. 


JUi 

CIRCUMPOLAR  CULTURES:  MODERN  PERSPECTIVES  FROM 
ANCIENT  PEOPLES  OF  THE  ARCTIC  NORTH 

SUNDAY  JUNE  8,  2003,  10:00  AM  to  5:00  PM 
Cowell  Theater,  Fort  Mason,  San  Francisco 

A symposium  of  artists,  writers,  and  musicians  representing  the  Indigenous  Sami  ("Lapp")  People  of  the  Nordic 
countries  and  the  Mi'kmaq  People  of  Canada. 

Moderator:  FAITH  FJELD,  Founding  Editor,  Baiki:  the  North  American  Sami  journal,  and  Director  of  The  Saami 
Baiki  Foundation 

10:00  AM  (lecture)  MORE  THAN  A HUNDRED  WORDS  FOR  SNOW:  SAMI  LANGUAGE  AND  TRADITION 
HARALD  GASKl,  Professor  of  Sami  Language  and  Literature  (University  ofTromso,  Norway)  and  author  of  numer- 
ous books  on  Sami  issues  including  Sami  Culture  in  a New  Era:  the  Norwegian  Sami  Experience,  and  In  the 
Shadow  of  the  Midnight  Sun:  Contemporary  Sami  Prose  and  Poetry. 

I 1 :00  AM  (lecture)A  NEW  WAY  OF  SEEING:  THE  POLAR  NORTH  WORLDVIEW  ON  TWO  CONTINENTS  RAUNA 
KUOKKANEN  (University  of  British  Columbia),  founding  member  of  Finnish  Sami  Youth  Organization  and  spe- 
cialist in  comparative  Sami  and  North  American  Indian  literature. 

Noon  to  1:30  PM:  Break  for  Lunch 

1:30  PM  (lecture)  SAMI  ARTS:  A SOURCE  OF  SPIRITUAL  SURVIVAL  AND  CULTURAL  IDENTITY 
Internationally-known  Sami  artist  ROSEMARIE  HUUVA  will  share  slide  images  from  the  Ajtte  Swedish  Mountain 
and  Sami  Museum  in  jokkmokk,  Sweden. 

2:15  PM  (lecture)  RECLAIMING  INDIGENOUS  VOICE  AND  VISION:  CLARIFYING  INDIGENOUS  THOUGHT  AT  THE 
BEGINNING  OF  THE  NEW  MILLENIUM 

MARIE  BATTISTE,  Professor  in  the  Indian  and  Northern  Education  Program  (University  of  Saskatchewan, 

Canada),  international  lecturer,  co-author  of  Protecting  Indigenous  Knowledge;  editor.  Reclaiming  Indigenous 
Voice  and  Vision. 

3:20  PM  (panel  discussion)  WHAT  DOES  IT  MEAN  TO  BE  "INDIGENOUS"  IN  THE  2 1ST  CENTURY? 

4:00  PM  (performance)  THE  SAMI  jOIK:  A WAY  OF  UNDERSTANDING  NATURE  ANDE  SOMBY,  popular  Sami  tradi- 
tional and  contemporary  joiker,  lawyer  and  political  activist  demonstrating  the  oldest  musical  expression  still  alive 
in  Europe  and  its  modern  jazz  and  folk  interpretations.  {more  info  on  reverse) 


TICKET  ORDER  FORM:  "CIRCUMPOLAR  CULTURES 
JUNE  8,  2003,  10  AM  - 5:00  PM,  COWELL  THEATER 


Oty 


Total 


General  Admission 

$35 

X 

= 

Student  (full-time  only)  Admission 

$20 

X 

— 

processing  fee  per  ticket 

$2.00 

X 

= 

Humanities  West  Friend  and/or  Season  Subscriber  Discount 

-$3 

X 

' = 

DONATE  TO  HUMANITIES  WEST 

Please  enroll  me  as  a.  □ Friend:  $35-99  CJ  Sponsor:  $100-249  □ Patron:  $250-499  G Fellow:  $500-2499 
or  accept  my  additional  tax  deductible  donation  to  HW:  $ 

GRAND  TOTAL  $ 


ORDER  TICKETS  WITH  COWELL 
THEATER  BOX  OFFICE  BY  MAIL, 
PHONE,  OR  FAX 

Friends/donors  to  Humanities  West 
and  current  Season  Subscribers 

receive  a $3  discount. 

Complete  the  order  form  to  the  left  and 
mail  with  your  check,  money  order,  or 
Visa  or  Mastercard  information. 


Name 

Telephone 

Street 

City 

State 

Zip 

□ Enclosed  is  my  check  payable  to  CITY  BOX  OFFICE 

LI  Charge  my  credit  card:  G Visa  G MasterCard. 

Acct  NO: 

Expires: 

Name  on  Card  (print): 

Authorized  Signature: 

PLEASE  MAIL  or  FAX  TO  FORT  MASON  BOX  OFFICE 
Landmark  Building  A,  Fort  Mason  Center,  San  Francisco,  CA  94123. 
PHONE  ORDERS:  4 1 5/345-7575  FAX:  4 1 5/292-4639 


On  site  exhibit:  Traditional  Sanni  crafts  from  the  Nathan  Muus  - Saami  Baiki  Foundation  collection  will 

be  on  display  in  the  Cowell  Theater  lobby  throughout  the  day  of  the  program. 

"Cirumpolar  Cultures”  is  presented  in  cooperation  with  the  American-Scandinavian  Foundation, 

Consulates  of  Norway,  Sweden,  Finland  and  Canada,  and  The  Saami  Baiki  Foundation. 


Founded  in  1983,  HUMANITIES  WEST  is  dedicated  to  "exploring  history  to  celebrate  the  mind  and  the 
arts."  Designed  to  delight  and  entertain  diverse  audiences,  we  present  unique  lecture/performance  pro- 
grams that  encompass  the  fine  arts,  social  history,  music,  politics  and  philosopy  of  the  arts.  Recent  past 
programs  include  One  Hundred  Years  in  Barcelona,  New  Orleans  1900:  The  Birth  of  Jazz,  and  Rome 
in  the  Year  One. 


Humanities  West  2003-2004  Season 
CELEBRATING  300  YEARS  OF  ST.  PETERSBURG  — October  10-11,  2003 
A TASTE  OF  HUMANITIES  WEST:  20tfi  Anniversary  Celebration  — November  21 , 2003 

PARIS  IN  THE  50s  — February  20-21 , 2004 
LENS  CULTURE:  Photograph’s  Impact  on  Modern  Life  — April  3,  2004 
ISFAHAN:  Imperial  Persia’s  Glittering  Jewel  — May  14-15,  2004 

For  more  information,  visit  www.humanitieswest.org,  or  call 

Humanities  West  at  (415)  391-9700. 

Humanities  West,  57  Post  Street,  Suite  814,  San  Francisco,  CA,  94104. 

E-mail:  humwest@att.net 


A Partial  Timeline  for  Byzantium 


667  BCE  City  founded  by  Greek  named  Byzas 

590  City  destroyed  by  Darius  1 of  Persia 

479-340  City  rebuilt  by  Spartans 

Athens  and  Sparta  fight  over  the  city 

336-323  Alexander  the  Great  in  charge 

322  After  Alexander,  city  independent,  attacked  by 

Scythians 

279  Celts  impose  tribute  from  city;  war  between 

Byzantium  and  Rhodes 

1st  and  2nd 

Centuries  City  helpful  to  Rome  in  wars,  then  controlled  by 
Rome 


196  CE 

293 

324 

330 

410 

413 

432 

476 

503 

518 

524 

527 

532-537 

529-533 


534 

535 
540 
554 
568 
570 
572 

625 

626 
630 


City  captured  by  Roman  Emperor  Severus 

Diocletian  divides  Roman  Empire  into  east  and  west 

Constantine  becomes  sole  emperor  of  the  Roman 
Empire 

Constantine  1 renames  the  city  of  Byzantium 
"Constantinople" 

Rome  sacked  by  Visigoths 

Construction  of  Constantinople’s  triple  walls  is  begun 
under  Theodosius  II 

St.  Patrick  begins  mission  in  Ireland 

Fall  of  Rome  in  the  West  - the  last  Western  emperor 
Romulus  Augustus  deposed  by  Odovar  the  Ostrogoth 

War  between  Byzantine  Empire  and  Persia  (ends  505) 

lustin  1,  son  of  an  Illyrian  peasant,  takes  the  throne 

War  between  Byzantine  Empire  and  Persia  (to  531 ) 

lustinian,  nephew  of  Justin  1,  and  his  wife  Theodora 
begin  rule  for  38  years 

Hagia  Sophia  built  on  the  site  of  earlier  structure 
destroyed  by  fire 

lustinian  has  all  of  the  Empire's  laws  codified  in  three 
volumes 

‘Eternal  Peace'  is  signed  between  Byzantine  Empire 
and  Persia 

General  Belisarius  conquers  the  Vandal  kingdom  of 
North  Africa 

Byzantine  forces  begin  to  reconquer  Italy  (to  554) 

New  war  with  Persia  to  562 

Byzantine  armies  conquer  south-eastern  Spain 

Lombards  conquer  northern  Italy 

Muhammad  born  at  Mecca 

Persians  dominate  Arabia  (to  628) 

War  between  Byzantium  and  Persia  (ends  591) 

Persian  attack  on  Constantinople  fails 

Mohammad  starts  dictating  the  Koran 

Emperor  Heraclius  1 of  Byzantium  expels  the  Persians 
from  Egypt 

Muhammad  captures  Mecca 


632  Death  of  Mohammad.  Islam,  the  religion  and 

movement  had  spread  to  all  Arabia 

635  Muslims  begin  conquest  of  Syria  and  Persia,  then 

Egypt  in  639 

638  Muslims  capture  lerusalem 

655  Battle  of  the  Masts-Arab  fleet  defeats  Byzantine  fleet 

673  Arabs  besiege  Constantinople  until  678  without 

success 

680  Civil  war  among  Arabs 

685  Abdalmalik  sets  up  new  administration  for  Arab 

empire.  By  709  Arabs  have  destroyed  Carthage, 
captured  Tunis  and  Tangiers 

711  Moors  in  Spain 

716  Second  Arab  siege  of  Constantinople  (fails) 

732  Charles  Martel  halts  Moorish  advance  into  Europe 

751  Arabs  defeat  Chinese  at  Samarkind 

Lombards  under  Aistulf  capture  Ravenna  from 
Byzantine  Empire. 

787  Council  of  Nicaea — orders  resumed  worship  of 

images  in  the  Church 

791  Harun  al-Raschid,  caliph  of  Baghdad  engaged  in  war 

with  the  Byzantine  Empire.  His  court,  which 
encouraged  the  arts  and  scholarship,  is  described 
with  exaggerations  in  The  Thousand  and  One  Nights. 

800  Charlemagne  crowned  Holy  Roman  Emperor  of  the 

West 


7th  to  8th 

Centuries  Ongoing  sieges  of  the  city,  empire  shrinks 

865  Russian  Vikings  attack  Constantinople 

867  Byzantine  church  challenges  the  authority  of  the 

Pope. 

880  Basil  1 restores  glory  of  city  and  revival  of  learning 

Basil  recovers  Italy  from  the  Arabs 

936  Holy  Roman  Empire  of  the  West  revived  by  German 

King  Otto  1 -essentially  a loose  federation  of  states  in 
central  Europe 

962  Otto  is  crowned  as  "Emperor  Augustus"  founding  a 

line  of  emperors  which  lasted  until  Napolean 
abolished  the  empire  in  1806 

1024  The  Great  Schism  - break  between  Eastern  and 
Western  Churches 

1066  Battle  of  Hastings 

1096  First  Crusade  begins,  captures  lerusalem  in  1099 

1204  Hagia  Sophia  Church  sacked  by  Fourth  Crusaders 

1215  Magna  Carta  signed  by  King  lohn  in  England 

1 260  Venetians  Nicolo,  Maffeo  and  Marco  Polo  set  out  for 
China 

1 453  Turks  take  Constantinople  marking  the  end  of  the 
Byzantine  Empire  and  the  end  of  the  Middle  Ages 
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Presenter  Biographies  for  Byzantium 


)ohn  Michael  Boyer  began  studies  of  Byzantine  Chant  under  musicologist  Alexander  Lingas  at  Holy  Trinity 
Greek  Orthodox  Church  in  Portland,  OR,  at  age  14.  He  is  currently  earning  his  B.A.  in  music  at  U.C.  Berkeley 
and  is  resident  cantor  and  instructor  of  Byzantine  Chant  at  Annunciation  Greek  Orthodox  Cathedral  in  San 
Francisco.  As  associate  director  and  conductor  of  the  local  company  Bay  Area  Classical  Harmonies  (berkeley- 
bach.org),  he  will  conduct  a fully  staged  production  of  Don  Giovanni  this  May. 

Sanford  Dole  is  the  Music  Director  at  St.  Gregory's  of  Nyssa.  He  received  his  M.M.  (conducting)  from  the  San 
Francisco  Conservatory  of  Music.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  San  Francisco  Symphony  Chorus  since  1974, 
and  was  the  S.F.  Symphony  Chorus  Assistant  Director  from  1987-1997.  He  is  a founding  member  of  the  male 
vocal  ensemble  Chanticleer,  and  is  the  Founder  and  director  of  the  Sanford  Dole  Ensemble,  a chamber  choir 
that  performs  primarily  20th  Century  art  music  at  Bay  Area  venues. 

Peter  Donat,  born  in  Nova  Scotia,  attended  the  Yale  School  of  Drama.  He  won  the  Theatre  World  Award  for 
Best  Featured  Actor  in  1957.  In  1968,  he  came  to  A.C.T  in  San  Francisco,  where  he  played  in  more  than  fifty 
productions,  including  King  Lear,  Cyrano  de  Bergerac,  and  Uncle  Vanya.  In  addition  to  theatre,  he  has  had  a wide- 
ranging  career  in  radio,  TV  and  film.  He  also  teaches,  writes  and  directs.  Mr.  Donat  participated  in  the 
Humanities  West  program  "Darwin's  Menagerie"  in  1998  and  "Rome  in  the  Year  One"  in  2001 . 

Helen  C.  Evans  is  curator  in  the  Department  of  Medieval  Art  at  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  and  has  been 
involved  with  the  Metropolitan  Museum  since  1986.  She  served  as  Assistant  Curator  from  1991  to  1995,  and 
then  as  Associate  Curator,  in  charge  of  the  early  Christian  and  Byzantine  collections.  Dr.  Evans  received  her 
B.A.  from  Tulane  University  and  her  M.A.  and  Ph.D.  from  the  Institute  of  Fine  Arts,  New  York  University.  She 
has  lectured  and  published  widely  on  the  cross-cultural  currents  in  the  development  of  Christian  art,  its  style 
and  iconography.  She  was  a co-curator  of  the  1997  Metropolitan  Museum  exhibition  The  Glory  of  Byzantium. 

Kenneth  W.  Harl  is  Professor  of  History  at  Tulane  University.  He  received  his  B.A.  from  Trinity  College  and  his 
M.A.,  M.  Ph.  and  Ph.D.  from  Yale  University.  He  specializes  in  Classical  Greece,  Rome  and  Byzantium.  He  has 
served  on  the  editorial  board  of  the  American  journal  of  Archaeology  since  1999.  In  1996,  he  was  a Research  Fellow 
at  the  American  Research  Institute  in  Turkey,  Ankara,  where  he  later  served  as  a representative  to  the 
Institute's  Governing  Board.  Among  other  publications,  he  is  the  author  of  Civic  Coins  and  Civic  Politics  in  the 
Roman  East,  180-275  A.D.  (UC  Press,  1987)  and  Coinage  in  Roman  Economy,  300  B.C.-700  A.D  ()H  Press,  1996). 

Michael  Maas  is  an  Associate  Professor  of  History  at  Rice  University.  He  received  his  BA  from  Cornell 
University  in  Classics  and  Anthropology,  and  his  PhD  in  Ancient  History  and  Mediterranean  Archaeology,  from 
UC  Berkeley  ( 1982).  He  has  been  teaching  at  Rice  University  since  1985,  where  he  is  also  the  Director  of  the 
Program  in  Ancient  Mediterranean  Civilizations.  He  has  participated  on  archaeological  excavations  and  trav- 
eled widely  in  the  Mediterranean  world.  His  forthcoming  book.  The  Conqueror’s  Gift  Ethnography,  Identity,  and 
Roman  Imperial  Power  at  the  End  of  Antiquity,  is  pending  publication  by  Princeton  University  Press. 

Kathleen  Maxwell  (Moderator)  is  Associate  Professor  of  Art  History  at  Santa  Clara  University,  where  she  has 
taught  since  1983.  She  received  her  Ph.D.  with  an  emphasis  on  Medieval  and  Byzantine  Art  from  The  University 
of  Chicago.  Dr.  Maxwell  specializes  in  the  ancient  and  medieval  Mediterranean  roots  of  Western  art,  including 
Greek,  Roman,  Early  Christian  and  Byzantine,  Early  Medieval,  Romanesque  and  Gothic  Art.  She  has  published 
articles  in  Dumbarton  Oaks  Papers,  Revue  des  etudes  Armeniennes,  and  Arte  Cristiana,  as  well  as  book  reviews  for 
Speculum,  Byzantinische  Zeitschrift,  and  The  Medieval  Review. 

Robert  Ousterhout  is  Professor  of  Architectural  History  at  the  University  of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign, 
where  he  has  taught  since  1983.  His  research  interests  include  the  history  of  Medieval  and  Byzantine  archi- 
tecture. He  has  been  an  invited  visiting  professor  at  Hebrew  University  of  lerusalem,  the  Moscow  Institute  of 
Architecture,  and  the  Graduate  School  of  Design  at  Harvard  University,  and  he  was  recently  elected  President 
of  the  U S.  National  Committee  for  Byzantine  Studies.  His  numerous  publications  include  The  Art  of  Kariye 
Camii,  (London  and  Istanbul;  Scala,  2002),  and  Master  Builders  of  Byzantium,  (Princeton  University  Press,  1999). 

Claudia  Rapp  is  Associate  Professor  in  Late  Antiquity  at  the  University  of  California  at  Los  Angeles.  Raised 
in  West  Berlin,  she  received  her  undergraduate  education  in  History,  Classical  Philology  and  Byzantine 
Studies  at  the  Freie  Universitat,  and  then  obtained  her  Ph.D.  from  Oxford  University  in  1992.  Prior  to  joining 
the  faculty  of  UCLA  in  1994,  she  was  Hutton  Assistant  Professor  at  Cornell  University,  where  she  taught 
Byzantine  History.  In  1997/8,  she  was  a Member  of  the  Institute  for  Advanced  Study.  Princeton,  where  she 
worked  on  her  current  book  project  on  holy  bishops  in  Late  Antiquity. 
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Since  1983  HUMANITIES  WEST  has  been  "exploring  history  to 
celebrate  the  mind  and  the  arts.”  We  present  interdisciplinary 
ikVn  programs  which  evoke  historic  times  and  places  that  illumi- 
^ nate  the  human  spirit.  Designed  to  entertain  and  educate 
diverse  audiences,  these  programs  offer  a lively  combination  of  wide- 
ranging  lectures  and  performances  that  encompass  the  fine  arts,  social 
history,  music,  politics  and  philosophy  of  the  arts.  Programs  presented 
by  Humanities  West  over  the  last  decade  have  included  Men'ice  to  Xanadu: 
Marco  Polos  Silk  Road;  One  Hundred  Years  in  Barcelona;  Rome  in  the  Year  One; 
and  Ancient  Egypt.  For  further  information  about  Humanities  West  call 
4 1 5/391-9700  or  visit  our  website  www.humanitieswest.org. 
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AT&T 

The  Silk  Road  Foundation 
The  American  Scandinavian 
Foundation 

SENIOR  FELLOWS 

Anonymous  ( 1 ) 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Bowman 
Margery  Bushman 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Dost 
Margaret  AND  Kevin  Harrington, 
M.D.  s 
Jay  L.  Wiener 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Workman 

FELLOWS 

Louis  de  K Belden 
Hazel  Best 

Jane  and  Stuart  Bowyer 
William  Carter 
Marilyn  C.  Crawford 
Joe  Dellert  and  Nancy  Buffum 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  TDonahoe 
The  Alfred  and  Hanna  Fromm 
Fund 

Constance  M Goodyear 
Susan  Hastings 

Lawrence  and  Margaret  Hauben 
F.  Stuart  Kuhn 
Silvia  Mazzone-Clementi 
A.  Kirk  McKenzie 
Roberta  Mundie 
Ms.  Marie  Luise  Otto 
Carolyn  B.  & Richard  Poe 
Frank  and  Sharon  Rettenberg 
Dwight  and  Harriet  Simpson 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  A.  von  Rogov 
Bonnie  Woodworth 


PATRONS 

Karen  Almouist-Koehler 
Carmelita  Alvarez 
Eric  C Apfelstadt  and  Rebecca 
Edwards 

Sandra  Moore  Berrey 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Melvin  Cheitlin 
Shelly  Cummins 
Sally  Dudley  and  Chuck  Sieloff 
Nora  Gibson 
Ellen  and  Roger  Hahn 
William  Hellendale 
Ginette  and  Leon  Henkin 
Earl  G LeDet  and  Maureen 
Conway 

Frieda  B.  McKenzie 
Pamela  O' Ban  ion 
Catherine  M.O’Gara,  M.D. 
Matthew  and  Suzan  Pemberton 
Nancy  Robison 
Angelica  Thieriot 
Lydia  M.Titcomb 
Marie  Urrere-Pon 
Ellen  and  Klaus  Werner 
Robert  & Stefanie  Wilen 
Ruth  Wilson 
Patricia  Yakutis 

SPONSORS 

Cal  Anderson 
Mrs.  Taylor  Ashley 
Tom  and  Pat  Bassett 
Alice  Bodtke- Roberts 
Albert  H.  Bowker 
Richard  D.and  Ione  D. Brain 
Jeannette  Bullis 
Sam  and  Betty  Catania 
Natalie  Cherry 
Mrs.  Anthony  Di  Domenico 
Anne  and  Arnold  Dito 
Carla  Dole 
John  Drago 
Everett  Eiselen 
Betsy  Feichtmeir 
Margaret  Feldstein 
John  Field 
Dorothelle  Fites 
Wellum  PFrivold,  M.D. 

John  and  Paula  Gambs 

Mary  Ann  Grant 

Rocco  AND  Sandra  Gulli 

Sydney  and  Regina  Hecker 

Jane  Hill 

Mardi  Hints 

David  Hislop 

Laura  Holmes 

Robert  L.  and  Susan  Katz 

Peter  V. Leigh 

Loretta  Litke 

ZoYD  R Luce 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snowden  J. 

Manson 
Monica  March 
Michael  Marston 
Stan  Mattison 

Claire  J.  and  Jerry  McCleery 
Mrs.  David  McDaniel 
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SPONSORS,  continued 

)OE  MESICS 

Patricia  S.  Miller 

Pam  Minkler 

Mrs.  Albert  Moorman 

Kareen  Morgan 

Lesley  A.  Parachini 

Dr.  & Mrs.  Nicholas  L.  Petrakis 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rollin  Post 

Ann  M.  Pougiales 

Dan  Quigley 

Rose  Lou  Randolph 

Stephen  Reiss 

Mark  & Barbara  Robertson 

Louise  Russell 

Charlotte  Schmidt-Luders 

Marion  Schwartz 

Lee  and  Frank  Seidner 

Evelyn  Silva 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  )ohn  L Sommer 
Andrea  Swenson 
Dr.  Pamela  Vaughn 
Lynn  Watson 

George  & Sarah  Wheaton 


SPECIAL  THANKS  TO 

Consulates  of  Greece  and  Italy 
A Clean  Well  Lighted  Place  for 
Books 

Cal  Anderson 
Tom  Bassett 
Louis  de  K.  Belden 
William  Bonds 
Jeff  Brandenburg 
Nancy  Buffum 
Margery  Bushman 
Joe  Dellert 

Phyllis  Kay  Dryden  and  Charles 
Ferguson 

SiGNA  FIOUGHTELING 
Adela  Lee  and  the  Silkroad 
Foundation 
Kathleen  Maxwell 
Kirk  McKenzie 
Joey  Osbourne 
Laura  Sheppard  and  the 

Mechanic's  Jnstitute  Library 
Heather  and  Paul  Sterner 


HUMANITIES  WEST 
VOLUNTEERS 

Hazel  Best 
Pat  Baker 
Hella  Cheitlin 
Jean  Dickson 
Arnold  Dito 
Rocco  Gulli 

SiGNA  HOUGHTELING 

Hester  Lox 

Maria  and  Arthur  Lopez 
Marty  Maricle 
Viola  McCusker 
Sharon  Moyer 
Gloria  Melone 

CORPORATE  MATCHING 
DONATIONS 

Humanities  West  appreciates  the  gen- 
erous donations  of  the  following  indi- 
viduals, which  have  been  matched  by 
their  enlightened  employers. 

Leslie  A.  Williams  and  IBM 
Hazel  Best  and  The  Levi  Strauss 
Foundation 

K.  Marie  Nelson  and  the 
Fireman's  Fund 
Everett  Eiselen  and  IBM 
Maria  Micale  and  AT&T 


FRIENDS 

Anonymous 
Gertraud  Albert 
Jonathan  Allen 
Donna  Armstrong 
Elena  Asturias 
Sarah  Frances  Aubert 
Anita  Aileen  Axt 
Helen  Bacon 
Jo  Ann  Badal 
Bruce  AND  Lee  Bagnell 
Pat  Baker 

Steve  and  Paula  Barber 
John  Barnes 
Diane  Barrager 
Brigid  Barton 
Ben£t  Thomas 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kenneth  Berry 
Daniel  AND  Elizabeth  Bikle 
Charles  Borg 
Joyce  Bose 
Maribel  Boucher 
Jeff  Brandenburg 
Bridget  O.  Braun 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Caviness 
Eunice  M.  Childs 
Mr.  & Mrs.  A.  B.  Ciabattoni 
Sheila  Collins 
Kathryn  Conliffe 
Steve  Cuff 

Maryann  Suetta  Cutone 
Charles  Daly 
Ann  Davies 
Jean  Dickson 
Dr.  Ann  Duncan 
Jeff  Dunn 
Joan  Dunn 
Lucia  Edwards 
Sherrie  Epstein 
Marilyn  Ersepke 


Evers  Sonia 
Fabian  Richard 
Mrs.  a.  Barlow  Ferguson 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robert 
Fishman 

Fordham  Alumni  Federation 
Jean  L Fowler. 

Michael  Fremont 
Elaine  French 
J.  Gordon  Frierson,  M.D. 
Rita  P.  Garcia 
Eleanor  F.  Gettman 
Jean  Giffard 
Phyllis  Gillis 
Urania  Gluesing 
James  Green 
Johanna  Gromme 
Roy  B.  Gryler 
Randall  E.  Ham 
Walt  Handlos 
John  Hanft 
Todd  Hansen 
Laurie  Hawkins 
Patricia  Hedl 
Priscilla  Hexter 
John  Hohensee 
George  Homsey 
Muriel  Hoppes 
William  S.  Howe,  Jr. 

JOLENE  Huey 
Helmer  Huseby 
Margaret  H.  Johnson 
Fred  Kahn 

Robert  AND  Kathleen  Kaiser 
Teresa  Kangas-Olsen 
Pamela  Kirkbride 
William  Langfeld 
Mary  Larwood 
Edward  Lorraine  and  Emily 
Patricia  Lounibos 
Mary  Catherine  Lozich 


Mary  J.  Martins 
Eleanor  Matheu 
Kathleen  Maxwell 
Susan  and  Alfredo 
McDonald 
Jeannette  J.  Mertes 
Richard  and  Heather 
Metzger 

Carleton  E Meyer 
Maria  Micale 
Harriett  Michael 
Marcheta  Allen  Mines 
Jeffrey  Morris 
Shirley  and  David  Negrin 
K.  Marie  Nelson 
Shirley  Nelson 
Mildred  FOliva 
Suzanne  Park 
Tito  and  Bobbi  Patri 
Suzanne  Perkins 
Rita  Piagneri 
Rochelle  Picetti 
Patricia  L.  Preble 
Stephanie  Prescott 
Jean  Pressey 
Gunilla  Ramell 
Robert  Reader 
Shirley  A.  Reece 
John  Reilly 
Dianne  Reynolds 
Francis  J.  Rigney  M.D. 
Alicia  Rivera 
Nancy  Chappell  Roberts 
Diane  Rooney 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  Rose 
Peggy  Rosen 

Mr.  & Mrs.  John  Rosston 
Martha  Rubinson 
Sonya  Ruehl 
Helen  Sanders 
Louis  Saroni  II 


Phyllis  Brooks  Schafer 
Peter  Schroeder 
Hans  G.  Schuberth 
Mariorie  Schuchard 
Marvin  E.  Schulman 
Eleanor  Selfridge-Field 
Sally-Jean  Shepard 
Azar  and  Saeed  Shirazi 
Gerald  Simon 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edward  Simons 
Alan  B.Snyder 
Pierrette  Spetz 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig  Sullivan 
Timothy  | Sullivan 
Dr.  John  O.  Sutter 
Eugenie  Taylor 
Gordon  Taylor 
Thomas  C.  Tellefsen 
Thomas  and  Shirley 
Thomson 
Marie  Tilson 
Jill  Toth 

Richard  and  Georgina 
Van  Horn 

Barbara  Van  Raalte 
Judy  Vawter 
Jane  Reed  Veen 
Shirley  Victor 
Norma  Walden 
Maxine  Wallace 
John  and  Ann  Wasson 
Rosalie  Weaver 
Priscilla  Ann  Wheeler 
Timmie  Will 
Leslie  A Williams 
Ann  Williamson 
I.  J.  Wilson 
Margaret  E.  Works 
Connie  Yaeger 
Amy  and  Paul  Zwicker 
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Group  Ticket  Purchasers  Receive  Discount 

Discounts  are  offered  to  groups  of  10  or  nnore;  clubs,  alumni  associations,  college  classes,  senior 
residences,  and  tour  groups.  Season  or  individual  program  tickets;  one  or  two  days.  Call  Pat  Bassett  for 
details  415/391-9700. 

Credit  available  from  San  Francisco  State  University  Extended  Education. 

Applicants  must  attend  both  the  Friday  and  Saturday  programs.  For  information  call  415/391-9700 

Advertise  in  the  HW  Theatre  Program 

We  invite  you  to  advertise  your  business,  make  an  announcement  on  behalf  of  an  organization  to  which 
you  belong,  or  welcome  a guest  speaker  to  the  program.  For  more  information  regarding  advertising  in 
the  Humanities  West  theatre  programs,  please  call  Humanities  West  at  415/391-9700. 

An  Assisted  Listening  System  is  installed  at  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theater.  Wireless  headphones  are 
available  in  the  main  lobby  of  the  theatre.  There  is  no  charge,  but  an  ID  deposit  is  required. 


YES!  1 want  to  support  public 
humanities  programs  and  enjoy 
special  advantages  as  a donor 
to  Humanities  West. 

Take  advantage  of  advance  ticket  order  period 
before  public  sale. 

Dine  with  our  speakers. 

Receive  Humanities  West  newsletter  with  pro- 
gram background  information,  articles,  bibliogra- 
phy, and  preferential  seating  ticket  order  form. 
Enjoy  pre-program  donor  activities. 

Receive  acknowledgment  in  program. 

Your  contribution  is  fully  tax  deductible. 

"Join"  cards  & envelopes  are  available  in  the  theater 
lobby,  or  call  Humanities  West  at  415/391-9700. 


Circumpolar  Culture: 

Modern  Perspectives  from  Ancient  Peoples 
of  tfie  Arctic  North 

June  8,2003  At  Cowell  Theatre 
Flyer  and  order  form  available  in  the  lobby. 


Looking  Ahead  to  Humanities  West’s  20th  Anniversary  Season 

All  programs  are  at  Herbst  Theatre 

CELEBRATING  300  YEARS  OF  ST.  PETERSBURG  — October  10-11,  2003 
A TASTE  OF  HUMANITIES  WEST:  20tfi  Anniversary  Celebration  — November  21,  2003 

PARIS  IN  THE  50s  — February  20-21,  2004 
ISFAHAN:  Imperial  Persia's  Glittering  Jewel — May  14-15,  2004 

Special  One-day  Program 

LENS  CULTURE:  Photograph's  Impact  on  Modern  Life  — April  3,  2004 

If  you  are  not  already  on  our  mailing  list,  leave  your  name  and 
address  on  the  list  in  the  lobby,  or  call  415/391-9700,  to  receive  future  program  information. 


Visit  our  website  www.humanitieswest.org 
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HUMANITIES  WEST  RECOMMENDS  . . . 


The  Silkroad  Foundation  is  a non-profit  organiza- 
tion, established  in  1996,  to  promote  the  study  and 
preservation  of  cultures  and  art  on  Inner  Asia  and 
the  Silk  Road.  The  Silkroad  Foundation  provides 
resources,  information,  and  interactive  exchange 
toward  the  pursuit  of  educating  the  Bay  Area  com- 
munity about  Inner  Asia  and  the  Silk  Road.  Find 
out  more  at  www. Silkroadfoundation.org 


HOURS: 
Tue-Sat  10-6 

Sundays  12-5 
Closed  Mondays 

SAN  FRANCISCO 

PICTURE  FRAMING.  PRINTS  & POSTERS 

1964  Union  Street 

JOE  DELLERT 

San  Francisco,  CA  94123 

(415)  921-0456 

HUMANITIES  WEST 

57  Post  Street,  Suite  814 
San  Francisco,  CA  94104 


PHONE  415/391-9700 

FAX  415/391-9708  www.hunnanitieswest.org 


PATRONS,  ATTENTION  PLEASE!  FIRE  NOTICE: 

THERE  ARE  SUFFICIENT  EXITS  IN  THIS  BUILDING  TO  ACCOMMODATE  THE  ENTIRE  AUDIENCE.  THE  EXIT 
INDICATED  BY  THE  LIGHTED  "EXIT"  SIGN  NEAREST  YOUR  SEAT  IS  THE  SHORTEST  ROUTE  TO  THE 
STREET.  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE  PLEASE  DO  NOT  RUN  — WALK  THROUGH  THAT  EXIT. 


PALACE  OF  FINE  ARTS  THEATRE  EXITS 


LOBBY 


SPRING  2002-03 


« exploring  history  to  celebrate  the  mind  and  the  arts  » 


Theodora,  wife  of  the  Emperor  Justinian 


BYZANTIUM 

PERFORMANCE  HIGHLIGHTS 
Friday,  April  1 1 

St.  Gregory  of  Nyssa’s  Choir  performs 
Byzantine  Chant 

Saturday,  April  1 2 

Peter  Donat  performs  a reading  from 

Procopius'  Secret  History 

PALACE  OF  FINE  ARTS  THEATER, 
Marina  @ Lyon  Streets,  San  Francisco 


THE  FIRST  FLOWERING  OF 

5YZANTIUM 


April  11  and  12,  2003 

Tfte  Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theater,  Marina  @ Lyon,  San  Francisco 

presented  in  cooperation  with  the  Silkroad  Foundation,  Istituto  Italiano  di 
Cultura,  the  Consul  Generals  of  Italy  and  Greece,  and  the 
Classics  Department  at  U.C.  Berkeley 


In  285  the  emperor  Diocletian  divided  the  Roman  Empire  into  east  and  west.  In 
330,  his  successor,  Constantine  the  Great  transferred  the  capital  of  the  Roman 
Empire  from  Rome  to  a city  called  Byzantium  on  the  Bosphorus  renaming  it 
Constantinople  (for  "Constantine's  City").  His  acceptance  of  the  Christian  faith  spread 
its  influence  and  legitimacy  throughout  his  empire. 

The  city  had  existed  as  an  ancient  Greek  site  said  to  have  been  called  Byzantium 
after  the  original  Greek  founder,  Byzas.  The  name  Byzantium  became  synony- 
mous with  both  the  place  and  the  empire  that  outlasted  the  Western  Roman 
Empire  by  more  than  1 000  years.  The  name  was  applied  to  the  art,  architecture  and 
the  use  of  mosaics  that  particularly  epitomized  the  style  "Byzantine".  The  dictio- 
nary definition  of  Byzantine  states  "characteristic  of  the  ancient  city  of  Byzantium, 
its  inhabitants  or  culture"  and  also  notes  a secondary  meaning:  "characterized  by 
intrigue,  scheming  or  devious,  or  highly  complicated,  intricate  or  involved."  This 
secondary  meaning  was  well  earned. 

The  city  had  already  witnessed  events  and  cultures  through  the  times  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  the  Persians,  and  the  Egyptians.  Constantinople,  as  an  important  cap- 
ital poised  on  the  edge  of  East  and  West,  served  as  a unique  doorway  to  both  east- 
ern and  western  cultures  and  its  strategic  location  on  a peninsula  made  enemy  attack 
very  difficult.  It  thus  served  to  shield  the  west  from  eastern  Persian  and  Arab  invaders — 
while  creating  a blending  point  for  those  cultures.  The  interface  of  cultures  from 
both  directions  combined  and  intertwined  to  create  a unique  style  that  made  its 
way  to  parts  of  the  Italian  peninsula-  in  particular,  Ravenna  and  Venice,  each  of 
whose  history  intermingles  with  the  rise  and  decline  in  fortune  and  influence  of 
Byzantium's  long  tenure  of  power. 

With  the  sack  of  Rome  in  410,  the  Byzantine  Empire  became  the  embodiment 
of  Roman  law  and  of  Greek  and  Roman  culture  preserving  and  enhancing  this  her- 
itage ready  to  return  it  to  western  European  civilization  at  the  end  of  the  middle 
ages.  The  fall  of  the  city  of  Constantinople  in  1453  at  the  hands  of  the  Ottoman 
Turks  is  indeed  the  date  used  to  mark  the  end  of  the  middle  ages. 

The  Fourth  Crusade  in  1204  and  the  subsequent  sacking  of  the  city  by  cru- 
saders, brought  to  Venice  many  treasures  of  art  and  learning.  The  famous  Byzantine 
horses  that  stand  above  the  Square  of  St.  Mark's,  and  significantly,  Greek  books  were 
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Friends  News 


We’d  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  note 
some  changes  in  the  Humanities  West 
Advisory  Council  and  Board  of  Directors: 
Robert  Lubar,  Professor  at  NYU's  Institute 
of  Fine  Arts  and  a lecturer  on  Picasso  at 
last  Winter's  “Barcelona”  program,  joined 
the  Advisory  Council  last  summer.  After 
many  years  of  service,  Directors  Therese 
Heyman,  Gloria  Getty  and  William  Carter 
have  stepped  down  from  the  HW  Board 
of  Directors.  We  appreciate  their  service 
on  the  board,  and  look  forward  to  their 
continued  involvement  with  HW  and 
its  programs.  Finally,  we  are  very  pleased 
to  welcome  Margaret  Hauben  as  our 
newest  Director.  She  has  been  a long- 
time HW  attendee  and  supporter,  and 
comes  with  extensive  board  experi- 
ence and  a career  as  an  educator  in 
the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area. 

Cooperating 
Institution  Events 

Monday,  March  1 7 at  6:30  p.m. 
CECILIA  AND  GINEVRA 

Lynn  Orr,  curator  of  the  exhibition 
’’Leonardo  da  Vinci  and  the  Splendor 
of  Poland,”  on  view  at  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts  through  May  18,  that  includes 
Leonardo's  famed  portrait  of  Cecilia 
Gallerani,  the  Lady  with  an  Ermin,"  will 
talk  about  the  exhibit  and  introduce  a doc- 
umentary about  another  famous  portrait 
by  Leonardo:  Ginevra  de'  Bend. 

The  program  will  be  in  English. 

At  the  Istituto  Italiano  di  Cultura 
425  Washington  Street , Suite  200 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 

Saturday,  April  26 

SYMPOSIUM  ON  LEONARDO 

This  day  long  symposium  about  the  exhi- 
bition, "Leonardo  da  Vinci  and  the 
Splendor  of  Poland,"  will  explore  vari- 
ous topics,  including  the  repatriation  of 
art  after  WWIl  and  Bellotto's  views  of 
Warsaw. 

At  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Palace  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  near  34th  Ave. 
and  Clement  St.,  San  Francisco. 

For  more  information,  visit; 
www.thinker.org/legion/index.asp 
or  call  the  Institute  at  41 5.788.7142 


Message  from  the  Executive  Director 

Dear  Friends: 

Thank  you  for  your  support  of  Humanities  West.  Thanks  to  your  commitment, 
we  continue  to  promote  a wider  understanding  of  the  history  and  artistic  con- 
tributions of  cultures  around  the  globe. 

As  Winter  comes  to  a close.  Humanities  West  board,  advisory  council,  volun- 
teers, and  staff  are  putting  in  extra  time  preparing  for  a very  busy  Spring  lead- 
ing up  to  our  20th  Anniversary  Season.  Special  thanks  go  to  board  Vice-Chair 
Margaret  Harrington  for  her  work  on  “Byzantium,”  and  to  Director  ludith 
Workman,  Chairman  Kirk  McKenzie  and  Director  Frank  Rettenberg  for  their 
planning  of  the  "St.  Petersburg,”  "Paris,"  and  "Persia"  programs  respectively. 

The  "St.  Petersburg"  program  will  kick  off  our  20th  Anniversary  Season  on 
October  10  & 1 1 at  Herbst  Theatre.  The  program  will  focus  on  Peter  the  Great’s 
vision  of  a 'european  paradise’  and  the  unique  artistic  achievements  in  music, 
art,  architetcture,and  literature  that  have  emanated  from  the  city  of  St.  Petersburg 
over  the  past  300  years.  Later  in  the  Fall,  we  will  present  a special  Humanities 
West  anniversary  gala  that  will  feature  the  participation  of  HW  Founder  Elaine 
Thornburgh  and  favored  lecturer  and  Advisory  Counci  member  Theodore  Rabb. 
Information  on  this  special  event  will  be  sent  to  you  over  the  Summer.  The  "Post- 
World  War  II  Paris"  and  "Isfahan:  jewel  of  Persia"  programs  will  complete  our 
befittingly  diverse  and  entertaining  season  of  HW  programs. 

We  hope  you  will  subscribe  to  the  regular  season  when  brochures  are  mailed 
to  you  in  lune  and  join  in  the  celebration  of  20  years  of  Humanities  West  that 
begins  this  Fall. 


Warm  regards. 


bOMlNICAN  UNIVERSITY  of  California 


Turn  your 
passion  for  the 
humanities 
into  an  MA 


Earn  your  MA  in  Humanities  from 
Dominican  University  of  California,  a 
leader  in  liberal  arts  and  interdisciplinary 
study. 

Enjoy  fascinating  discussion  with  others  who 
share  your  interests  in  the  arts,  literature, 
music,  philosophy,  religion,  history,  and  polit- 
ical theory. 


Attend  an  information  session:  Saturday,  March  29,  10  a.m.  - noon  Dominican 
University  of  California,  50  Acacia  Avenue,  San  Rafael. 

For  more  information,  call  888-323-6763  or 

e-mail  graduateprograms@dominican.edu  v^Tvdominican.edu 
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Message  from  the  Chair 

Dear  Friends  of  Humanities  West: 

I want  to  begin  by  thanking  once  again  all  those  who  worked  so  hard  to  ensure 
the  success  of  our  Beethoven  program  on  February  7 and  8.  Special  thanks  go 
to  Bill  Meredith  for  his  work  as  moderator  and  speaker,  and  to  Charles  Rosen 
for  his  wonderful  Friday  night  performance  of  the  Diabelli  Variations,  as  well 
as  his  talk  on  Saturday.  Thanks,  too,  to  HW  board  member  lay  Wiener  for  under- 
writing the  participation  of  Charles  Rosen. 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  our  third  program  this  season,  Tfie  First  Flowering 
of  Byzantium,  which  will  be  presented  on  April  1 1 and  12  at  the  Palace  of  Fine 
Arts  Theater  in  the  Marina.  The  Byzantine  Empire  was  the  most  important 
political,  religious  and  cultural  entity  in  the  Mediterranean  for  nearly  a thou- 
sand years  after  the  fall  of  Rome,  and  it  has  attracted  a great  deal  of  new  schol- 
arly attention  in  recent  years.  Our  program  opens  on  Friday  night  with  a talk 
by  Kenneth  Harl  of  Tulane  University  on  the  life  of  the  Emperor  Constantine, 
whose  conversion  to  Christianity  and  decision  (in  330  A.D.)  to  move  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Roman  Empire  to  Constantinople  marked  the  genesis  of  the  Byzantine 
Empire.  A performance  of  a Byzantine  chant  will  follow  Professor  Marl’s  lecture. 
On  Saturday,  Michael  Maas  will  assess  the  life  of  the  Emperor  lustinian,  whose 
vast  building  projects,  codification  of  Roman  Law  and  reconquest  of  the  Western 
Mediterranean  make  him  second  in  stature  only  to  Constantine  during  the  his- 
tory of  Byzantium.  Later  on  Saturday,  Claudia  Rapp  of  UCLA  will  consider  the 
literature  produced  during  the  reign  of  lustinian  and  his  wife,  Theodora,  and 
actor  Peter  Donat  — a longtime  favorite  of  our  audiences  — will  read  excerpts 
from  the  Century  works  of  Procopius  and  Boethius.  Robert  Ousterhout  of  the 
University  of  Illinois  will  then  consider  Hagia  Sophia,  Byzantium’s  greatest 
architectural  achievement  and  the  church  built  by  lustinian  to  serve  both  as 
Constantinople’s  cathedral  and  as  a reminder  to  all  of  the  empire’s  great  polit- 
ical power.  The  day's  lectures  will  conclude  with  a talk  by  Helen  Evans,  co-cura- 
tor  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum’s  great  1997  exhibit  on  Byzantium,  concerning 
6^^  Century  Byzantine  art,  with  particular  emphasis  on  mosaics  and  manu- 
scripts. 

As  you  may  know,  we  are  presenting  four  programs  this  season  rather  than 
the  usual  three.  On  Sunday,  lune  8,  with  the  generous  assistance  of  the 
American-Scandinavian  Foundation,  the  Fort  Mason  Foundation,  and  the 
Norwegian,  Finnish,  Swedish  and  Canadian  Consul  Generals,  Humanities  West 
will  present  a special  one-day  program  at  the  Cowell  Theater  in  Fort  Mason  enti- 
tled Circumpolar  Worlds:  Indigenous  Peoples  on  TVo  Continents.  This  program  will 
explore  the  culture  and  artifacts  of  the  Inuits  of  North  America  and  the  Saami 
people  of  the  Nordic  countries.  In  addition  to  culture,  language  and  music  (includ- 
ing modern  jazz  inspired  by  these  cultures),  there  will  be  a panel  to  consider 
just  what  it  means  to  be  "indigenous”  in  the  post-colonial  Century.  More 
information  on  this  special  program  will  be  available  at  Byzantium;  1 look  for- 
ward to  seeing  you  on  April  11-12  and  lune  8. 


Sincerely, 


A.  Kirk  McKenzie 


« 3 » 


THE  FIRST  FLOWERING  OF 

BYZANTIUM 


PROGRAM  SCHEDULE 
Palace  of  Fine  Arts  Theater,  Marina  at  Lyon  Streets,  San  Francisco 

Moderator;  KATHLEEN  MAXWELL  (Professor  of  Art  History,  Santa  Clara  University) 

Friday,  April  1 1 CONSTANTINE'S  VISION 

8:00-10:15  pm  Lecture  - CONSTANTINE  THE  GREAT,  FOUNDER  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  ROMAN 

EMPIRE  In  330  AD  The  Emperor  Constantine  made  Byzantium  his  capital  and  renamed 
it  Constantinople.  He  considered  his  domain,  now  called  the  Byzantine  Empire,  as  the 
true  inheritor  of  the  Roman  mantle.  His  empire  became  both  an  ally  and  rival  of  west- 
ern Europe.  KENNETH  HARL  (Tulane  University)  will  explain  Constantine's  conversion 
to  Christianity,  his  vision  of  an  imperial  church,  and  his  development  of  Byzantine  civil 
institutions  and  of  Constantinople  as  the  capital  of  Christianity. 

Performance  - BYZANTINE  CHANT  - St.  Gregory  of  Nyssa’s  Choir,  led  by  SANFORD  DOLE 

Saturday,  April  12  THE  ACE  OF  J USTI N I AN:  TRI UMPH  AND  TRAN$FOR/v\ATION 


10:00  am  - 4:30  pm 


Lecture  - THE  EMPEROR  WHO  NEVER  SLEPT:  JUSTINIAN  I AND  THE  CHALLENGES 
AND  CONTRADICTIONS  OF  HIS  REIGN  lustinian  I ( r.  527-565)  attempted  to  restore 
the  Roman  empire  to  earlier  glory.  His  accomplishments  included  the  reconquest  of  North 
Africa,  Italy,  and  parts  of  Spain;  preparation  of  the  Corpus  luris  Civilis;  the  construction  of 
stunning  architectural  monuments;  and  his  enlargement  of  the  imperial  role  in  deter- 
mining church  doctrine.  MICHAEL  MAAS  (Rice  University)  will  examine  the  impulses  that 
drove  lustinian  and  the  economic  and  social  forces  that  limited  his  triumphs. 

Lecture  - LITERATURE  AND  PATRONAGE  IN  THE  AGE  OF  JUSTINIAN  The  sixth  cen- 
tury left  a rich  legacy  not  only  in  art  and  architecture,  but  also  in  works  of  literature.  CLAUDIA 
RAPP  (UCLA)  will  consider  the  most  important  authors  of  lustinian's  time,  beginning  with 
the  enigmatic  Procopius,  whose  Secret  History  was  both  an  official  history  of  the  Emperor’s 
wars  and  a diatribe  against  the  imperial  court.  Patronage  tied  authors  to  aristocratic 
benefactors  and  to  the  imperial  court,  while  ties  of  friendship  and  collegiality  strength- 
ened the  bonds  among  the  literati  themselves.  * 


BREAK  FOR  LUNCH  1 2 noon  - 1 :30  PM 


Performance  - PETER  DONAT  will  read  from  the  works  of  PROCOPIUS  AND  BOETHIUS. 


Lecture  - HAGIA  SOPHIA  IN  CONSTANTINOPLE:  ARCHITECTURE  OF  POWER  AND 
TRANSCENDENCE  Byzantium's  greatest  monument,  the  church  of  Hagia  Sophia  in 
Constantinople,  is  most  often  discussed  in  terms  of  its  unique  structure.  Built  by 
lustinian  in  532-537,  Hagia  Sophia  served  both  as  a symbol  of  earthly  power  and  a spir- 
itual link  to  heaven.  ROBERT  OUSTERHOUT  (University  of  Illinois  Urbana-Champaign) 
will  explore  the  unique  artistic  and  engineering  achievement  that  is  Hagia  Sophia,  as 
well  as  its  religious  and  civic  uses. 

Lecture  - ART  ON  THE  IMPERIAL  BORDERS  FROM  RAVENNA  TO  SINAI  lustinian  s 
ambitions  are  reflected  in  the  monuments  he  built  on  the  borders  of  the  empire.  HELEN 
EVANS  (Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art)  will  showcase  the  superb  mosaic  decorations  that 
survive  from  the  Church  of  San  Vitale  in  Ravenna,  his  western  capital.  She  will  then  lead 
us  through  the  church  of  the  Holy  Monastery  of  St.  Catherine  at  Sinai  in  Egypt,  a forti- 
fied monastery  at  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Empire’s  territories  that  demonstrated  to  the 
populace  the  power  of  the  empire  and  the  faith  that  protected  it. 


Concluding  Panel  Discussion  with  all  lecturers 


I 


Suggested  reading  and  resources  for  The  First  Flowering  of  Byzantium 


Many  books  on  this  list  are  available  or  can  be  ordered  from  A Clean  Well  Lighted  Place  for  Books  in  Opera  Plaza.  Other 
books  should  be  easily  found  at  a university  or  public  library.  The  names  of  authors  who  are  speakers  at  Byzantium  are 
indicated  in  bold  type. 


Giuseppe  Bovini,  Ravenna  Mosaics:  tfie  so-called  Mausoleum  of  Galla  Placidia,  the  Baptistery  of  the  Cathedral,  the  Archiepiscopal  Chapel,  the 
Baptistery  of  the  Arians,  the  Basilica  San  Appollinare  nuovo,  the  Church  of  San  Vitale,  the  Basilica  of  San  Apollinare  in  Classe,  (Greenwich, 
CT,  NY  Graphic  Society,  1956  (Views  of  the  interior) 

R.  Browning,  Justinian  and  Theodora,  rev.  ed.  (New  York,  1987) 

Robert  Byron,  The  Byzantine  Achievement : an  historical  perspective,  A.D.  330-  1453  (London  ; New  York  : Routledge,  1987) 

Helen  C.  Evans  and  William  D.  Wixom,  editors.  The  glory  of  Byzantium  : art  and  culture  of  the  Middle  Byzantine  era,  A.D.  843-1261 
(New  York  : Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art : Distributed  by  H.N.  Abrams,  1997) 

J.A.S.  Evans,  The  Age  of  Justinian:  The  Circumstances  of  Imperial  Power,  (London  and  New  York,  1996) 

George  H.  Forsyth,  The  Monastery  of  Saint  Catherine  at  Mount  Sinai:  the  Church  and  fortress  of  Justinian,  (Ann  Arbor,  MI,  1965.) 

John  Freely,  Istanbul:  The  imperial  City,  (Penguin,  1998) 

John  Haldon.  Byzantium  in  the  Seventh  Century  (Cambridge,  1995) 

Emily  Albu  Hanawalt,  An  Annotated  bibliography  of  Byzantine  sources  in  English  translation  (Brookline,  Mass.  ; Hellenic 
College  Press,  1988) 

W.  Eugene  Kleinbauer,  Early  Christian  and  Byzantine  architecture : an  annotated  bibliography  and  historiography  (Boston,  Mass. : G.K. 
Hall  & Co.,  1992) 

Richard  Krautheimer  Early  Christian  and  Byzantine  Architecture.  Baltimore:  Penguin  Books,  1975 
John  Lowden,  Early  Christian  & Byzantine  Art  (London  : Phaidon,  1997) 

R.J.  Mainstone,  Hagia  Sophia:  Architecture,  Structure,  and  Liturgy  of  Justinian’s  Great  Church  (New  York,  1988) 

Cyril  Mango,  Byzantine  Architecture  (New  York,  1985) 

John  Julius  Norwich.  A Short  History  of  Byzantium  (Knopf,  1997) 

Robert  Ousterhout,  "The  Holy  Space:  Architecture  and  the  Liturgy,"  in  Heaven  on  Earth:  Art  and  the  Church  in  Byzantium,  ed.  L. 
Safran  (Penn  State  Press,  1998) 

The  Oxford  Dictionary  of  Byzantium  (New  York:  Oxford  University  Press,  1991) 

Procopius,  The  Secret  History,  translated  by  G.A.  Williamson,  (Harmondsworth,  1991) 

Claudia  Rapp,  "Byzantine  Hagiographers  as  Antiquarians,  7th  to  10th  Century",  in  Bosphorus.  Essays  in  Honour  of  Cyril  Mango, 
edited  by  C.  Rapp,  S.  Efthymiadis,  D.  Tsougarakis,  Byzantinische  Forschungen  1995;  and  "Imperial  Ideology  in  the  Making: 
Eusebius  of  Caesarea  on  Constantine  as  'Bishop'"  in  Journal  of  Theological  Studies,  n.s.  49  (1998),  685-695 

Warren  Treadgold,  A History  of  the  Byzantine  State  and  Society  (Stanford,  1997) 

Egon  Wellesz,  A History  of  Byzantine  Music  and  Hymnography  (2d  ed.  Oxford  : Clarendon  Press,  1961 ) 


Internet  links: 

Dumbarton  Oaks:  www.doaks.org/Byzantine.html 
Fordham  University:  www.fordham.edu/halsall/byzantium/ 

Metropolitan  Museum:  www.metmuseum.org/explore/Byzantium/byzhome.html 
Notre  Dame  University:  www.byzantine.nd.edu 
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Continued  from  Page  1 

"rediscovered"  and  the  ideas  they  embodied  introduced  to  the 
west.  This  exchange  created  a spark  for  the  return  of  human- 
ism and  ignited  the  Renaissance  specifically  in  Italy  as  well  as 
providing  one  reason  for  the  emphasis  on  Hellenic  ideals. 

The  height  of  Byzantine  influence  occurred  in  the  reign  of 
Justinian  1,  in  527-565,  whose  generals  extended  the  empire  to 
Asia  Minor,  the  Balkan  Peninsula,  Palestine,  Egypt,  northern 
Africa,  southern  Spain,  and  part  of  Italy  and  Christianity  along 
with  it. 

Justinian's  reign  also  saw  one  of  the  most  significant  and  long 
lasting  contributions  of  the  Byzantine  Empire-  that  of  the 
codification  of  Roman  law.  The  resulting  Codex  Justinianus  (529), 
updated  again  in  533,  essentially  renewed  and  updated  the  exist- 
ing tradition  of  Roman  law.  The  additional  compilation  of  a digest 
containing  all  the  jurisprudence  of  Roman  lawyers  from  the  sec- 
ond and  third  centuries  CE,  (Digesta  lustiniani  Augusti)  was  com- 
pleted in  533.  The  Code  and  the  Digest  represented  the  whole 
of  the  valid  law,  along  with  its  interpretation,  and  significantly 
influenced  modern  day  jurisprudence. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Greek  philosophy,  which  shaped 
the  new  legal  system,  placed  great  importance  on  education 
and  manifested  itself  in  Constantinople  in  the  naming  of  the 
major  architectural  wonder,  the  great  Hagia  Sophia  (Holy 
Wisdom).  The  construction  of  the  Hagia  Sophia  took  only  5 years 
to  complete  with  a workforce  of  as  many  as  1 0,000  workers.  The 


Hagia  Sophia  is  another  example  of  the  layering  of  history 
and  significant  buildings.  It  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  Megale 
Ekklesia,  the  church  built  by  Constantine  I,  which  itself  was  built 
on  the  foundations  of  earlier  religiou-s  structures. 

The  historian,  Procopius,  tells  of  the  effect  of  light  in  the 
Hagia  Sophia  saying  that  the  reflection  of  the  sun  from  the  mar- 
bles made  one  think  that  the  building  was  not  illuminated 
from  without  but  that  the  light  was  created  within  the  build- 
ing. At  night,  the  thousands  of  oil  lamps,  hung  at  different  lev- 
els, gave  the  building  a brilliant  illumination  without  shadows. 
Procopius'  contemporary,  Paul  the  Silentiary,  also  describes  the 
effect  of  the  light  shining  through  its  windows  at  night — serv- 
ing as  a bright  beacon  seen  by  sailors  from  their  ships. 

The  sedimentary  nature  of  history,  and  of  cities,  buildings 
and  different  cultures  is  especially  evident  in  Constantinople. 
Even  today,  the  City  of  Constantine,  now  called  Istanbul, 
embraces  the  ancient  obelisks  of  Egypt,  the  crumbling  walls  of 
the  old  city,  the  prominent  profiles  of  the  Hagia  Sophia,  the  Blue 
Mosque  and  the  Topkapi  Palace  with  its  Ottoman  treasures — 
all  stand  aglow  in  the  beautiful  golden  sun  light  shining  on  the 
Bosphorus  and  the  Golden  Horn,  the  original  Golden  Gate. 


Advertise  in  the  HW  Theatre  Printed  Program 


Advertise  your  business,  make  an  announcement  on  behalf  of  an 
organization  you  belong  to,  or  welcome  a guest  speaker  to  the  pro- 
gram. The  cost  of  an  ad  ranges  from  $ 1 00  for  business  card  size  to  $ 1 000 
for  a full  page  advertisement.  For  more  information,  please  call 
Humanities  West  at  415.391.9700.  i 

r, 


HW  WELCOMES 
ALUMNI/AE  CLUBS 
AND  OTHER 
ASSOCIATIONS 

Humanities  West  offers  ticket  dis- 
counts and  other  privileges  to 
groups  of  10  or  more  if  they 
include  a Friend  of  Humanities 
West.  Past  groups  include  Delta 
Sigma  Theta,  Harvard  Club,  and 
Fordham  Alumni  Association.  To 
request  information  for  your 
group,  call  415/391-9700. 


Speakers’  Dinner 

We  invite  you  to  meet  our  fascinating 
lecturers  at  the  Speakers'  Dinner  at  the 
St.  Francis  Yacht  Club.  Sponsors.  Patrons  and 
Fellows  of  Humanities  West  are  invited  to 
join  program  speakers  for  the  a private 
dinner  on  Friday  evening,  April  11,  at 
the  Marina  (across  from  the  Palace  of 
Fine  Arts  Theater)  We  will  convene  at 
the  Club  at  5:45  p.m. 


Come  meet  our  Speakers 
and  Humanities  West 
Friends  at  the 
Friends’  Luncheon 

Friends  of  Humanities  West  are  cordially 
invited  to  join  us  on  Saturday,  April  12, 
between  the  morning  and  afternoon  ses- 
sions of  the  program  at  the  St.  Francis  Yacht 
Club.  Guests  will  have  a chance  to  share 
a table  and  break  bread  with  speakers  and 
fellow  Humanities  West  supporters.  This 
is  a popular  event — please  sign  up  early 
as  space  is  limited! 

Call  415/391-9700  for  reservations  at 
either  meal. 


Speakers'  Dinner  and  Friends  Luncheon 
Reservations  Form  for  the  "Byzantium"  Program 

h Yes,  I am  a Sponsor,  Patron  or  Fellow  of  Humanities  West  and  would  like  to 
attend  the  Speakers'  Dinner. 

Please  reserve place(s)  in  my  name  for  dinner  Friday  night,  April  11 , at 

, at  5:45  p.m.  Enclosed  Is  my  check,  payable  to 

Humanities  West, for  $65  per  person. 

h Yes,  I am  a Friend  of  Humanities  West  and  would  like  to  attend  the  Friends  Luncheon. 

Please  reserve place(s)  in  my  name  for  the  luncheon  at  the  St.  Francis 

Yacht  Club  at  noon  on  Saturday,  April  12.  Enclosed  is  a check,  payable  to 
Humanities  West, for  $45  per  person. 

A letter  of  confirmation  will  be  sent  approximately  two  weeks  prior  to  the  event. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY,  STATE,  ZIP 


TELEPHONE  EMAIL 

Please  return  this  form  to  Humanities  West,  57  Post  Street,  Suite  814,  San  Francisco, 
CA  941 04.  Check  payable  to  Humanities  West.  Phone:  41 5/391  -9700.  Fax:  391  -9708. 


PRIORITY  TICKET  ORDER  FORM 


~Phe  prst  f^lowen'ng  of  £>yzantium 

April  II  and  12,  2003 

Please  order  your  tickets  as  soon  as  possible.  Donors  will  receive  priority.  Please 
include  a self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  and  mail  to  City  Box  Office  with  your 
order.  Tickets  will  be  mailed  beginning  3 weeks  prior  to  the  program. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  CALL  CITY  BOX  OFFICE  415/392-4400 

INDIVIDUAL  TICKETS  for  The  First  Flowering  of  Byzantium  April  1 1 and  12,  2003 


center/forward 

QUANTITY 

rear/side  aisle 

TOTAL 

Friday  & Saturday  combo 

$65 

2 

$55 

2 

4 

$ 

mail/fax  order  fee  per  combo  ticket 

$3 

2 

$3 

2 

4 

$ 

Friday  Evening  April  1 1, 8:00  pm-10:15  pm 

$35 

2 

$30 

2 

4 

$ 

Saturday  Day  April.  12,  10:00  am-4:00  pm 

$35 

2 

$30 

2 

4 

$ 

Student/Teacher  (Balcony  ONLY) 

$20 

2 

4 

($  ) 

mail/fax  order  fee  per  ticket 

$1.50 

2 

$1.50 

2 

4 

$ 

TOTAL 

$ 

Q Enclosed  is  my  check  payable  to  CITY  BOX  OFFICE  . Tickets  are  non-refundable. 

Luncheon  is  not  included. 

Name Telephone 

Street City State Zip 

O Charge  my  credit  card:  O Visa  Q MasterCard.  Acct  No: Expires: 

Name  on  Card  (print): Signature: 

PLEASE  MAIL  TO  CITY  BOX  OFFICE  and  enclose  stamped  self-addressed  envelope. 
180  Redwood  St.,  Suite  100,  San  Francisco,  CA  94102.  FAX:  415/986-0411 
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SPECIAL  ONE  DAY  PROGRAM 


JUNE  8,  2003 

Circumpolar  Cultures:  Indigenous  Peoples  of  the  Polar  North 


Cowell  Theater,  Fort  Mason 


2 0th  A 


A R YIS  EASON 


OCTOBER  10-11,  2003 

St.  Petersburg:  A Three  Hundred  Year  Celebration 


FEBRUARY  20-21,  2004 
Post-World  War  II  Paris:  The  Beat  Begins 

MAY  14-15,  2004 
Isfahan:  leu'll  of  Persia 


HUMANITIES 
57  Post  Street,  Suite  814 
San  Francisco,  CA  94104 


WEST 


THE  FIRST  FLOWERING  OF 

5YZANTIUM 


humwest@worldnet.att.net 

www.humanitieswest.org 
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